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Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues, Salam alaikum, 

 

It is my pleasure to be here today to help open this global workshop of Country-

Based Pooled Fund managers. Collectively, you manage more than $600million 

in allocated funds from 26 donors for 18 of the world’s most dire humanitarian 

situations. This is a large responsibility on your shoulders to help ease suffering 

amongst people in need.  

 

Over the next few days you will discuss essential framework and operational 

modalities to support the highest-priority projects of the best-placed responders. 

You are on the ground and closest to the people in need. Thus, you serve as the 

frontline in ensuring that funding is available and prioritised locally. This is a 

crucial job.  

 

In my role as the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy, I build bridges 

between stakeholders.  As the Chair of the Syria Top Donors’ Group and one of 

the Co-Chairs of the Yemen Donor Coordination Group, I strive to bring donors 

in line with not only the HRP but also to support the Secretary-General’s 2016 

World Humanitarian Summit challenge to increase the proportion of 

humanitarian appeal funding to the Country-Based Pool Funds.  Consequently, I 

am your advocate. I very much look forward to hearing about your conclusions 
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of this workshop and anything that I can do to translate your findings beyond the 

technical level into broader policy guidelines.   

 

Lastly, next year my strategy is to focus on bringing new stakeholders, whether 

in the form of less traditional donor countries, the private sector, high net worth 

individuals or foundations and funds closer to the UN family. As they become 

part of the multilateral family diversity can only be an asset. This diversity and 

flexibility can only be an asset for the Country-Based Pool Funds.  

 

Thank you and I wish you the best of luck over the next few days.  

 


