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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
In 2017, USD $23.57 billion in funding was required to 
meet the humanitarian needs of 141.1 million people. The 
global community funded USD $13.29 billion or 57.1% of 
the total funding required for 2017.  Moreover, providing 
humanitarian assistance is not just about funds but also about 
making actors more efficient and increasing communication 
and understanding across entities and sectors. Appointed in 
2016, the UN Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy, Dr. 
Ahmed Al-Meraikhi, undertook four main strategic objectives 
of advocacy and awareness; resource mobilisation and policy 
development to address these needs of the humanitarian 
community in 2017. Dr. Al-Meraikhi successfully undertook 41 
specific initiatives over the course of 2017 to achieve his strategic 
objectives. The first half of 2017 focused on participation in 
high-level conferences and beginning strategic engagement 
for the Humanitarian Envoy.  The latter half of 2017 sought to 
transform broad humanitarian desires into concrete assistance 
that will affect the lives of  millions in need. As 2017 comes to a 
close and the humanitarian community looks toward the needs 
of  millions of people in 2018, the Humanitarian Envoy looks to 
expand his influence geographically and approach new private 
sector individuals to raising potential donors and bridging gaps 
between actors in the humanitarian space.
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HUMANITARIAN
NEEDS
2017 was a record-breaking year in terms of the financial needs 
in addressing humanitarian crisis globally where USD $23.57 
billion will be needed to provide life-saving assistance to 141.1  
million people devastated by wars and natural disasters in 37 
countries. This continues the steady rise in humanitarian need 
since the first appeal in 1992 for USD $2.7  billion. The last 
quarter century has seen an overwhelming shift in frequency, 
scale and magnitude of humanitarian emergencies. Following 

the        in May 2016, 

the humanitarian community altered the way that it 
operates to be able to better adapt to changing humanitarian 
circumstances.  The change in operations was accompanied by 
the acknowledgement that the best way to deal with growing 
humanitarian needs is to address their root causes which 
requires a strong determination of the highest level global 
political leadership to prevent conflicts.
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ROLE OF THE
HUMANITARIAN 
ENVOY
Envoys of the UN Secretary General are appointed to deal with a specific 
set of issues.  The continually increasing humanitarian needs of individuals, 
particularly those due to protracted conflict, requires specialised in-depth 
knowledge of stakeholders and the needs of those affected.  Thus, the 
Humanitarian Envoy (“HE”) is charged with ensuring stronger linkages between 
the United Nations and decision makers in the Gulf countries and beyond 
ensuring the humanitarian needs of affected persons are communicated. 

Qatar continues to play a growing role in humanitarian assistance and actively 
participates in international humanitarian efforts. This commitment manifests 
itself in many ways, one of which being the State of Qatar’s diplomatic efforts.  
To that end, Dr. Al Meraikhi was appointed the UN Humanitarian Envoy to 
the UN Secretary General, succeeding Dr. Abdullah al Matouq of Kuwait who 
held the post since its inception in 2012. Dr. Al-Meraikhi’s overall objective 
focused on supporting multilateral humanitarian response efforts by raising 
the profile of humanitarian crises with Governments and non-governmental 
organizations and increasing their engagement with the international 
humanitarian community. Dr. Al Meraikhi works closely with all UN 
agencies but particularly with the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Response Coordinator, Mr. Mark Lowcock, and 
his predecessor Mr. Stephen O’Brien, to build stronger partnership across 
humanitarian stakeholders. 
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STRATEGIC
OBJECTIVES

3. Policy Development

3.1. Encourage the shaping of institutional 
and foreign aid policy to be strategically 
aligned with strategic global agreements 
such as the Agenda for Humanity, SDGs, 
and Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction. 

3.2. Strive for a more effective and flexible 
system for the UN to engage with non-
traditional donors.

4. Humanitarian Envoy 

Leadership Role

4.1. Qatar – Work within Qatar to 
increase engagement between Qatari 
stakeholders and the UN.

4.2. GCC & MENA – Encourage regional 
organisations and private sector actors to 
increase their presence and cooperation 
in the humanitarian sphere. 

4.3. Beyond the Region – Undertake field 
visits to emergency sites and engage 
with stakeholders organisations to 
increase engagement with the UN. 

4.4. Globally – Participate in the UNGA 
engaging with humanitarian partners 
and potential donors convening side 
events around specific themes.

1. Resource Mobilisation

Government · Charities & NGOs · 
Private Sector

1.1. Utilise a new approach towards resource 
mobilisation by targeting private sector 
donors.

1.2. Identify potential donors to spearhead the 
international response to humanitarian 
needs.

1.3. Encourage transparency and recognition 
for donors in financing the Humanitarian 
Response Plans of 2017.

2. Advocacy & Awareness

2.1. Focus the mind-set of GCC stakeholders 
and the UN towards a more effective and 
functioning partnership with particular 
attention on the humanitarian-
development nexus.

2.2. Encourage trilateral partnerships 
between traditional/non-traditional 
donors, recipients and the UN. 

2.3. Advocate for increased humanitarian 
access and easing of bureaucratic 
restrictions that compromise 
humanitarian actors’ ability to reach 
populations in need.
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2017 COMPLETED
INITIATIVES
The HE has completed 41 initiatives in 2017 and made substantial 
progress towards his overall strategic objectives. Specifically, all of the 
initiatives have promoted advocacy and awareness of humanitarian 
principles and encouraged bringing stakeholders together in a more 
effective and efficient manner.  Almost all of the initiatives placed the HE 
in a leadership role in the humanitarian sphere striving to raise the level 
of understanding of emergency contexts and increase UN engagement. 
Nearly two-thirds of initiatives involved resource mobilisation and 
more than half of the initiatives sought to develop institutional policy 
supporting the multi-lateral system. 

The HE played a crucial role in two major global pledging events, 
substantially increased cooperation between the UN and Qatar as well 
as the GCC and mobilising significant resources for the multilateral 
system. Most importantly, the HE co-led a mission that brought 
together humanitarian and development actors to face the challenges of 
responding to immediate needs with a view towards reconstruction and 
resilience setting the stage for more dynamic responses to humanitarian 
contexts. Throughout the year the HE participated in a number of 
conferences, meetings and expos advocating for dynamic approaches to 
meet the world’s current humanitarian needs.

Additionally, the HE has undertaken a dual language media 
strategy to ensure that key messages and initiatives undertaken 
are adequately publicised and informed through both Arabic and 
English traditional media outlets and social media.  This includes 
an active Twitter (@UNHumanitarian), Facebook and website 
(www.humanitarianenvoy.org) along with regular interviews in Arabic 
and English visual and print media.  This ensures the dissemination of 
information following each of these initiatives.

UN HUMANITARIAN ENVOY  
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 2017 
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1.1   Utilise a new approach towards resource mobilisation by targeting private sector donors, in  
  particular explore Islamic social financing mechanisms. 
 
1.2  Identify potential donors along three sectors the HE seeks to spearhead the international response 
 to humanitarian needs. 
 
1.3  Encourage transparency and recognition for donors in financing the Humanitarian Response Plans 
 of 2017. 

2.1   Focus the mind-set of GCC stakeholders and the UN towards a more effective and functioning  
  partnership with particular attention on the humanitarian-development nexus. 
 
2.2  Encourage trilateral partnerships between traditional/non-traditional donors, recipients and the  UN.  
 
2.3  Advocate for increased humanitarian access and easing of bureaucratic restrictions that  compromise 
 humanitarian actors’ ability to reach populations in need. 

3.1   Encourage the shaping of institutional and foreign aid policy to be strategically aligned with the  
  Agenda for Peace and the HRPs.  
 
3.2  Strive for a more effective and flexible system for the UN to engage with non-traditional donors. 
 

1.1  Qatar – Work within Qatar to increase engagement between Qatari stakeholders and the UN. 
 
1.2 Regionally – Encourage the GCC, Arab League and the OIC to increase their presence and cooperation 
 in the humanitarian sphere. 
 
1.3  Internationally – Seek out opportunities for participating in humanitarian global events including 
 pledging conferences. 

1. 

1.1. Utilise a new approach towards resource mobilisation by targeting private sector donors, in 
particular explore Islamic social financing mechanisms.

1.2. Identify potential donors along three sectors the HE seeks to spearhead the international 
response to humanitarian needs.

1.3. Encourage transparency and recognition for donors in financing the Humanitarian Response 
Plans of 2017.

2. 

2.1. Focus the mind-set of GCC stakeholders and the UN towards a more effective and functioning 
partnership with particular attention on the humanitarian-development nexus.

2.2. Encourage trilateral partnerships between traditional/non-traditional donors, recipients and the 
UN.

2.3. Advocate for increased humanitarian access and easing of bureaucratic restrictions that 
compromise humanitarian actors’ ability to reach populations in need.

3. 

3.1. Encourage the shaping of institutional and foreign aid policy to be strategically aligned with the 
Agenda for Peace and the HRPs.

3.2. Strive for a more effective and flexible system for the UN to engage with non-traditional donors.

4. 

4.1. Qatar – Work within Qatar to increase engagement between Qatari stakeholders and the UN.

4.2. Regionally – Encourage the GCC, Arab League and the OIC to increase their presence and 
cooperation in the humanitarian sphere.

4.3. Internationally – Seek out opportunities for participating in humanitarian global events including 
pledging conferences. 
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Role 

2017 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

 

JANUARY 1st Qatar-Syria Roundtable (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 
UNHQ Introductory Tour (NYC, USA) X X 

FEBRUARY UNOG Introductory Tour (Geneva, Switzerland) X X 
MENA Civil Society Network Meeting (Doha, Qatar) X X X 
Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar) X X X 

MARCH GCC Secretariat Introductory Visit (Riyadh, KSA) X X X X 
Kuwait Introductory Visit (Kuwait City, Kuwait)  X X X X 
2nd Qatar-Syria Meeting (Gazianteb, Turkey) X X X X 
Turkey, Jordan & Lebanon Field Visit  X X X X 
Arab Summit (Dead Sea, Jordan) X X 

APRIL GCC NGOs Syria Pledging Event (Doha, Qatar) X X X 
Humanitarian Aid Inside Syria (Brussels, Belgium)  X X X 
Brussels Conference for Supporting Syria (Brussels, Belgium) X X X 
Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 
Yemen Pledging Conference (Geneva, Switzerland) X X X 
Private Sector Engagement Meeting (Doha, Qatar) X X 

MAY 17th Doha Forum (Dohga, Qatar) X X 
Law, Education and the SDGs (Den Haag, The Netherlands) X 
WEF Regional Meeting (Dead Sea Jordan) X X X X 
ROMENA Introductory Visit (Cairo, Egypt) X X X 

JUNE Horn of Africa Partnership Mission  X X X X 
10th Syria Top Donor Group Meeting (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 
Dedication of Qatar Pledge to OCHA (NYC, USA) X X X 

JULY Qatar MoU Signing with UN Agencies (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 
1st Yemen Coordination Meeting (Geneva, Switzerland) X X X X 

AUGUST Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy Meeting X X X 
SEPTEMBER 2nd Yemen Coordination Meeting X X X X 

72nd UNGA Participation X X X 
OCTOBER UNHCR - Qatar Charity MoU Signing X X X X 

Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 

11th Syria Top Donors' Group Meeting X X X X 
Somalia HC/RC GCC Mission X X X 
Somalia Humanitarian & Development Technical Workshop X X 
Qatar Leadership Conference  X X 

NOVEMBER MYCHA Conference X X 

Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar) X X X X 

Global Country-Based Pool Fund Meeting X X X X 
WISE Conference X X 
Financing for Development Conference X X X X 
GSSD Expo X X X X 

DECEMBER 3rd Yemen Coordination Meeting X X X X 
Localisation of Responses to Conflict in the Arab World Conference X X 
Qatar University Coffee with a Graduate  X X 
Yemen UNICEF Cholera Response X X X 
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•	 Turkey, Jordan & Lebanon Field Visit: From 16-23 March the HE was on mission in 
Turkey (Ankara, Gazianteb), Jordan (Amman), and Lebanon (Beirut). During encounters 
with the Humanitarian Country Teams and heads of UN agencies, the HE was exposed 
to the excellent work being undertaken by the UN but also the challenges they face 
in dealing with host communities, shrinking humanitarian space and financing, and 
navigating diverse stakeholder needs. 

•	 2nd Qatar - Syria Meeting (Gazianteb, Turkey): On 16 March 2017 in Gazianteb, 
Turkey, I chaired the second meeting between Qatari humanitarian organisations and 
the UN to further the discussion regarding the funds raised during the Halab Labeh 
campaign. 

•	 Arab Summit (Dead Sea, Jordan): The HE’s attendance at the Arab Summit was 
limited, however, he confirmed that Qatar will reaffirm its pledge from London 2016 
and make a new pledge for reconstruction efforts in Syria at the upcoming Pledging 
Conference in Brussels. 

April 2017
•	 GCC NGOs Syria Pledging Event (Doha, Qatar): On 4 April 2017, the HE convened 

a meeting in Doha to address the humanitarian needs and gaps as well as mobilise 
resources from the Gulf charities and NGOs.  Amongst the substantive outcomes was 
the allocation of the following resources totalling USDUSD $274  million.  

•	 Humanitarian Aid Inside Syria & Brussels Conference for Supporting Syria 

(Brussels Belgium): The HE presented not only the challenges facing humanitarian 
actors, the need for self-sufficiency of the Syrian civil society, strengthening the capacity 
of the Syrian people to withstand protracted humanitarian crisis. The HE also announced 
the USDUSD $274  million pledged at the GCC NGOs Syria Pledging Event on 4 April 
2017 evidencing the commitment of the GCC towards humanitarian principles. 

•	 Meeting with Qatari Government (Doha, Qatar): The HE met with His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar, to discuss resource mobilisation and 
increased engagement with the multilateral system.

•	 Yemen Pledging Event (Geneva, Switzerland): The HE played an active role in the 
lobbying efforts of the Yemen Pledging Event and in the establishing of the Yemen 
Donor Coordination Group that he co-chairs with the EU and the GCC Secretariat. 

January 2017
•	 1st Qatar - Syria Meeting (Doha, Qatar): The HE chaired a roundtable between UN 

agencies and Qatar stakeholders to increase cooperation and allocate already raised funds 
towards joint projects. The first meeting was held on 17 January 2017 in Doha, Qatar to 
discuss the allocation and collaboration of approximately USDUSD $80 million raised 
during the Halab Labeh fundraising.

•	 Introductory UNHQ Tour (NYC, USA): The HE held high level meetings at UNHQ to 
gather information about the UN system and to inform the development of his strategy. 
These visits included meetings with the IRC and other relevant stakeholders. 

February 2017
•	 Introductory UNOG Tour (Geneva, Switzerland): The HE held high level meetings 

at UNOG to gather information about the UN system and to inform the development 
of his strategy. These visits included meetings with the ICRC, ICVA and other relevant 
stakeholders. The HE also recorded a video for SDG Stories advocating for SDG 17 
Partnership. 

•	 MENA Civil Society Network for Displacement Founding Committee Meeting 

(Doha, Qatar): The HE gave a keynote speech at a meeting intended to bring together 
a new Network of stakeholders, identify objectives and agree on the thematic priorities 
of the region. 

•	 Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar): The HE met with Her 
Highness Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation, 
to discuss protecting children in humanitarian environments and furthering access to 
education in conflict areas.

March 2017
•	 GCC Secretariat Introductory Visit (Riyadh, KSA): The HE conducted a brief 

mission to Riyadh where he met with the Secretary-General of the GCC Secretariat. 

•	 Kuwait Introductory Visit (Kuwait City, Kuwait): The HE held a short mission 
to the State of Kuwait where he met with HH the Emir of Kuwait, HE the First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait. 
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June 2017
•	 Horn of Africa Partnership Mission (Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia): From 8-13 June 

2017, the HE co-led, with the African Union and OCHA, a high-level partnership mission 
to the Horn of Africa. The mission lead to the concrete outcomes of not only a Donor 
Core Group that will hold future meetings being established to ensure a coordinated 
sustainable humanitarian response but also contributions from all delegations to the 
mission. Importantly, this mission brought humanitarian and development actors, 
including donors, World Bank, and the African Development Bank amongst others, 
together to establish sustainable responses to famine.

•	 10th Syria Top Donor Group Meeting (Doha, Qatar): On 14 June 2017, the HE 
chaired the 10th meeting of the Top Donors’ Group for Syria. The Top Donors’ Group 
for Syria was established following the 2nd International Pledging Conference for Syria, 
in 2014, with the aim of creating a platform for major donors to discuss issues related 
to ensuring disbursement of pledges and to strengthen the humanitarian dialogue with 
KSA, UAE, Qatar and Kuwait. On the 5th of April 2017 at the Supporting the Future 
of Syria and the Region Brussels Conference the international community collectively 
showed their support for more effective and better humanitarian action to alleviate the 
suffering of the Syrian people. The international community confirmed USUSD $6bn in 
funding to support humanitarian resilience and development for activities in 2017 and 
USUSD $3.7bn for activities in 2018-2019.  They also made several policy commitments 
to support the neighbouring countries of Syria who host 5.1 million refugees. This is 
the first Top Donors’ Group meeting to take place in Doha hosted by the State of Qatar 
following that conference.

•	 Dedication of Qatar Pledge to OCHA (NYC, USA): On 28 June 2017, the HE attended 
the signing ceremony of the State of Qatar’s dedication of USDUSD $40  million in core 
budget support to OCHA over the next four years. This pledge is the result of increased 
cooperation between the HE, Qatar Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Qatari Mission to the 
UN and the Qatar Fund for Development. 

April 2017 Continued
•	 UN-Qatar Private Sector Engagement Meeting (Doha, Qatar): The HE chaired a 

meeting with UN representatives in the GCC on 27 April 2017 to identify the needs and 
goals of the UN agencies as regards the private sector and particularly in Qatar. This has 
led to several further meetings with organisations such as Thomson Reuters, Al Jazeera, 
Qatar Airways, the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy, McKinsey, LuLu and 
others to help meet the private sector needs of the UN. 

May 2017
•	 17th Doha Forum (Doha, Qatar): On 14-15 May 2017, the HE took part in the Doha 

Forum speaking on the Legal and Human Dimensions of the Refugee Crisis. The HE 
also witnessed the signing of a MoU of Cooperation between the State of Qatar and 
OCHA which took place at the Doha Forum. 

•	 Law, Education and the SDGS (Den Haag, The Netherlands): On the 19th of May, 
the HE attended a distinguished speaker series held by the Hague Institute for Global 
Justice involving HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser and attended by Her Majesty Queen 
Maxima in her capacity as the UN Secretary-General’s Special Advocate for Inclusive 
Finance for Development. 

•	 World Economic Forum Regional Meeting (Dead Sea, Jordan): The HE attended 
the regional meeting for the WEF from 19-21 May in Jordan where he advocated for 
connecting with private sector entities who can be a force for good during humanitarian 
crisis. 

•	 ROMENA Introductory Visit (Cairo, Egypt): From 24-25 May 2017, the HE met 
with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs in Egypt as well as the Secretary-General of 
the League of Arab States and his Humanitarian Envoy where he discussed his strategy. 
In his talks with the League of Arab States, the HE agreed to increase cooperation 
between the humanitarian units of ROMENA and the Arab League. He also met with 
the ROMENA Team to learn more about their operations and regional needs.  
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October 2017
•	 UNHCR – Qatar Charities MoU Signing (Geneva, Switzerland): On 3 October 

2017, Qatar Charity signed an agreement with UNHCR making Qatar Charities an 
executive partner of UNHCR in the field through implementation of charitable projects. 
The HE strongly advocated for the increased strategic and working relationship between 
Qatar Charity and UNHCR.

•	 Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar): The HE met with 
H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, Foreign Minister of 
Qatar, to discuss resource mobilisation, increased engagement with the multilateral 
system and developing a sustainable humanitarian aid framework for the State of Qatar.

•	 11th Syria Top Donors’ Group Meeting (Doha, Qatar): On 18 October 2017, 
the HE chaired the 11th Syria Top Donor Group Meeting which reviewed the latest 
humanitarian developments and regional responses. This was the second Top Donors’ 
Group meeting to take place in Doha hosted by the State of Qatar following the April 
2017 Brussels pledging conference.

•	 Somalia HC/RC Gulf Mission (Doha, Qatar): With the overall objective of 
contributing to preventing famine in Somalia in 2017, Mr. Peter de Clerc, Deputy Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General, Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 
for Somalia, UNDP Resident Representative visited Qatar is intended to strengthen 
partnerships between Somali authorities and the humanitarian community with key 
counterparts in Gulf countries from 13-15 October 2017.

•	 Somalia Humanitarian & Development Technical Workshop (Doha, Qatar): On 
15 October Mr. Peter de Clerc, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, UNDP Resident Representative 
from Mogadishu, Somalia will present the current humanitarian and development 
situation in Somalia as well as the actions being undertaken by the United Nations. This 
workshop presented a unique opportunity for Qatari humanitarian and development 
actors to foster a common understanding of durable solutions in Somalia, challenges 
faced and future opportunities. It also sought to increase coordination and encourage a 
common approach amongst all actors in Somalia. 

•	 Qatar Leadership Conference (Doha, Qatar): On 19 October 2017, a representative 
from the Office of the UNSG’s Humanitarian Envoy spoke on a panel at the Qatar 
Leadership Conference alongside representatives from UNESCO, OHCHR and UNODC 
presenting an overview of their work, key partnerships, and how their organizations 
operate and their respective mandates across the region and within Qatar. 

July 2017
•	 Qatar MoU Signing with UN Agencies (Doha, Qatar): On 8 July 2017, the HE chaired 

the third coordination meeting between five Qatari humanitarian organisations and UN 
agencies to continue the collaboration and discussion of the execution of the humanitarian 
initiatives resulting from the Halab Labeh campaign. To promote this collaboration, a 
number of agreements were signed, at the end of the meeting, to fund and implement a 
series of partnership projects between the Qatari humanitarian organisations with each 
of the UN agencies present. The total value of the projects package is USDUSD $8.5  
million.

•	 1st Yemen Coordination Meeting (Geneva, Switzerland): The HE co-chaired, with 
the EU and the GCC Secretariat, the first meeting of the Yemen Donor Coordination 
Group on 10 July 2017.  The donor group was briefed UN representatives from Sanaa 
(Yemen) on the alarming humanitarian situation in the country, prevailing gaps in the 
humanitarian response, nearly collapsed economy and increasingly dysfunctional public 
institutions. Key priorities for action in support of more effective humanitarian space as 
well as the protection of public service delivery were discussed by the participants.

August 2017
•	 Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy Meeting (Doha, Qatar): On 3 August 

2017, representatives from OCHA and UNHCR met with the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy, the agency responsible for the World Cup 2022 in Qatar, who is 
establishing a Humanitarian Sports Alliance that will use their Generation Amazing 
programme to utilise football to teach social skills to children affected by humanitarian 
crisis.

September 2017
•	 2nd Yemen Donor Coordination Meeting (NYC, USA): On 18 September 2017, 

the GCC Secretariat, co-chaired with the EU and the HE, hosted the 2nd Yemen 
Donor Coordination Meeting alongside the UNGA. The donor group was briefed by 
representatives from the GCC and King Salman Center.

•	 72nd UNGA (NYC, USA): The HE attended the Ministerial week of the 72nd UNGA 
in New York including humanitarian events on Lake Chad Basin, Yemen, the Private 
Sector, South Sudan, Famine Prevention, Syria and the No Lost Generation children of 
the Syrian conflict. 
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November 2017
•	 Meeting with Qatari Government Officials (Doha, Qatar): The HE met with 

H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani, Prime Minister of Qatar, to 
discuss resource mobilisation and increased engagement with the multilateral system.

•	 MENA Youth Capacity Building in Humanitarian Action (Doha, Qatar): On 11 
November 2017, the HE sat on the opening panel on the role of youth in transforming 
humanitarian action and the role that the MENA region plays in supporting youth action 
and7 fostering engagement in the humanitarian space. 

•	 Global Country-Based Pool Fund (Doha, Qatar): On 13 November, the HE delivered 
the opening speech at the Global Country-Based Pooled Fund workshop that brought in 
all pooled fund managers to look for more efficient functioning mechanisms and share 
experiences. This speech highlighted the HE’s efforts in support of country-based pooled 
funds and the multilateral system. 

•	 WISE Summit (Doha, Qatar): Taking place from 14-16 November in Doha under the 
"Co-Exist, Co-Create: Learning to work and live together", the HE attended the WISE 
Summit which brings together diverse education stakeholders to explore and share ideas, 
and to collaborate toward creative action in education. 

•	 High-Level Conference on Financing for Development and the Means of 

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Doha, Qatar): 
From 18-19 November 2017, a preparatory meeting for the 2018 ECOSOC Forum on 
Financing for Development and the 2018 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development took place. At this event, the HE gave a keynote speech discussing the role 
of Islamic financing institutions in achieving the SDGs.

•	 Global South-South Development Expo (Antalya, Turkey): From 27-30 November 
2017, the HE attended the GSSD Expo which provided a forum for international partners 
to showcase South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation to achieve sustainable 
development. Speaking at the Leadership Roundtable South-South Cooperation for 
Peace, Prosperity and Partnership the HE highlighted the key responsibility in addressing 
the most urgent needs in fragile and conflict-affected context in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, in particular SDG 16 and SDG 17. 

December 2017
•	 3rd Yemen Donor Coordination Meeting (Geneva, Switzerland): On 8 December 

2017, the HE chaired the 3rd meeting of the Yemen Donor Coordination Group in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The UN HC/RC attended via teleconference from Sana’a and 
highlighted the immediate need for basic supplies such as food, fuel, medicine and 
safe water. The WB and IMF provided in-depth presentations on the economic crisis. 
The GCC Secretariat (co-chair), was unable to attend this meeting due to the GCC 
Summit and a programmatic mapping exercise. The meeting involved 40 participants 
and representatives from Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Kuwait, 
KSA, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Qatar, Russian Federation, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, United States, IMF, WB, HE, ECHO (co-chair), and OCHA, many at the 
Director level from the capital. 

•	 Qatar University Coffee with a Graduate (Doha, Qatar):  On 13 December 2017 
an event organised by the Qatar University Alumni Association took place amongst 
graduates to discuss the role of the HE, his achievements, his career path and most 
importantly to encourage participation by Qatar’s youth in the multilateral humanitarian 
space. 

•	 Centre for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies Conference (Doha, Qatar): On 
16-17 December 2017, the HE held a panel discussion at the Centre for Conflict and 
Humanitarian Studies Doha Institute for Graduate Studies “Localisation of Responses 
to Conflict in the Arab World” Conference. The discussion focused on community 
participation as a cornerstone of successful development and for effectively working 
with communities affected by disaster and conflict. 

•	 Yemen Cholera Response (Doha, Qatar): The HE strongly advocated for Qatar’s 
response to the global call for humanitarian support in Yemen through the allocation of 
USD $5 million to UNICEF in support of the stemming cholera in Yemen. 
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2017 Ongoing
INITIATIVES
•	 Diplomacy in the GCC: The HE met on a regular basis with the 

diplomatic community in Doha as well as with representatives of 
the Qatari, Kuwait, Emirati and Saudi Governments, specifically 
within the respective Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and continues 
to perform significant stakeholder engagement.

•	 No Lost Generation Champion: The HE is a Champion of 
UNICEF’s ‘No Lost Generation’ campaign advocating for access to 
education for children. The No Lost Generation initiative is an 
ambitious commitment to action by humanitarians, donors and 
policy makers to support children and youth affected by the Syria 
and Iraq crises. 

•	 Private Sector: The HE has met with a number of private sector 
actors in Qatar and has begun working towards increasing the 
cooperation between those entities and the UN. Specifically, he 
has begun talks with the Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy, the agency responsible for the World Cup 2022 in Qatar, 
who is establishing a Humanitarian Sports Alliance that will use 
their Generation Amazing programme to utilise football to teach 
social skills to children affected by humanitarian crisis. The HE 
has also initiated conversations between Qatar Airways, Thomson 
Reuters and several high net worth individuals to promote their 
engagement with the multilateral system.  

•	 SDG 17 Partnership: The HE has been very active in promoting 
SDG 17, particularly through the completion of an SDG story and 
thought piece.  The HE advocates that all actors in the humanitarian 
field must cooperate with one another, and here humanitarian 
actors refer to governments of course, NGOs, financial institutions 
and private sector. Engaging the private sector represents a new 
approach and new way of doing business in an ever-diversifying 
humanitarian space.

Bana, a 9-year-old girl was 
watching the panel from her 
home in northern Syria via 
video link. Her pre-recorded 
message to panelists was: “If 
you love us (children of Syria), 
support us, and stop the planes 
from targeting us. And help us 
to go to school and to be able 
to study together.” Following a 
UNICEF panel at the UN General 
Assembly, HE responded to 
Bana with a personal video 
message.

Q1 

Overarching 

Resource 
Mobilisation 

Advocacy & 
Awareness 

Policy 
Development 

Leadership 
Role 

• 1st Qatar Syria 
Roundtable 
 

• Introductory UNHQ 
Tour 
 

• Introductory  Geneva 
Tour 
 

• Meetings with Qatari 
Government Officials 
 

• MENA Civil Society 
Network Meeting 
 

• GCC Secretariat 
Introductory Visit 
 

• Kuwait Introductory 
Visit 
 

• 2nd Qatar-Syria Meeting 
 

• Turkey, Jordan & 
Lebanon Field Visit 
 

• Arab Summit 

• GCC NGOs Syria Pledging 
Event 

• Humanitarian Aid Inside 
Syria Conference 

• Brussels Conference for 
Supporting Syria 

• Yemen Pledging 
Conference 

• Meetings with Qatari 
Government Officials 

• Private Sector 
Engagement Meeting 

• 17th Doha Forum 
• Law, Education & SDGs 

Conference 
• WEF Regional Meeting 
• ROMENA Introductory 

Visit 
• Horn of Africa Partnership 

Mission 
• 10th Syria Top Donors’ 

Group Meeting 
• Dedication of Qatar 

Pledge to OCHA 

Stakeholder Engagement 
 

• Qatar MoU Signing with 
UN Agencies 
 

• 1st Yemen Donor 
Coordination Group 
Meeting 
 

• Meetings with Qatari 
Government Officials 
 

• Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy 
Meeting 
 

• 2nd Yemen Donor 
Coordination Meeting 
 

• 72nd UNGA Participation 

• UNHCR – Qatar Charity 
MoU Signing 

• 11th Syria Top Donors’ 
Group Meeting 

• Somalia HC/RC GCC 
Mission 

• Qatar Leadership 
Conference 

• Financing for 
Development Conference 

• MENA Youth Capacity 
Building in Humanitarian 
Action  

• Meetings with Qatari 
Government Officials 
 

• Global Country-Based 
Pool Fund Meeting 

• Somalia Humanitarian & 
Development Technical 
Workshop  

• WISE Conference 
• Global South-South 

Cooperation Expo 
• 3rd Yemen Donor 

Coordination Meeting 
• UNHCR National Officer 
• Yemen UNICEF Cholera 

Response 
• Localisation Conference 

Q2 Q3 Q4 
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